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WE GATHER… 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME  
 

CENTERING  MUSIC Follow the Drinking Gourd/When Israel was in Egypt’s Land.  
Leanne Tigert, mandolin 

   

CALL TO WORSHIP   
We gather here today in search of new signs of hope,  
for the foundations of our country have been shaken. 
We gather here today in search of a way forward 
for the divisions among us are stark. 
We gather here today to reaffirm our commitment to following in the way of Jesus, 
for he calls us once again to rise and follow him into the needs of the world. 
Let us follow, and in our following, be his eyes, his hands, his feet and his heart in the 
world; 
Let us worship the God who is always with us, and whose star we follow until 
night turns into day. 
       
HYMN Precious Lord  
  

PRAYER OF APPROACH  
My spirit is one with you, Great Spirit. 
You strengthen me day and night to share my very best 
with my brothers and sisters. 
You, whom my people see in all of creation and in all people, 
Show your love for us. 
From the Four Directions, fill me with the four virtues of fortitude, generosity, 
respect, and wisdom; 
so that I will help my people walk in the path of understanding and peace. 
 

A MESSAGE FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN  
 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD… 

   



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
Everlasting God, whose tenacious love holds us: make our hearts the house of 
your truth and our minds the realm of your wisdom, so that our gathering will 
become your dwelling place, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Swing Low/Amazing Grace                 Leanne Tigert 
  

READING OF SCRIPTURE       Numbers 14:1-8,  Psalm 34:1-9, Luke 24:13-35   
John Buttrick 

 
SACRED CONVERSATION “Walking the Road to a Bigger Hope”   

         Rev. Sean Dunker-Bendigo 
 

HYMN  We Shall Overcome 
 

TO PRAY TOGETHER 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and  
blessed is your true name.  We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
We pray that your good will be done, Let heaven and earth become one.   
Give us this day the bread we need, Give it to those who have none.  Let 
forgiveness flow like a river between us.  From each one to each one.  Lead us to 
holy innocence Beyond the evil of our days-  Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:  Forever your name is All in 
One.  Amen                                                                                             (Parker Palmer) 
 
TO RENEW OUR COMMITMENT 
Virtual offering plate:  bit.do/southchurch; other options include using 
the “Donate” button on the website, or mailing/dropping off a check to 
the church office. 
 

OFFERTORY                       This Little Light of Mine    arr.  M. McDonald 
 
SUNG RESPONSE 
Praise with joy the world’s Creator, God of justice, love and peace,   
Source and end of human knowledge, grace bestowing without cease.  Celebrate 
the Maker’s glory, power to rescue and release.                                NCH #273 (Verse 1) 
 

https://south-church-concord-729109.square.site/


PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
       

TO SERVE THE WORLD 
  
HYMN                       This is a Day of New Beginnings   
 
BENEDICTION 
  
PASSING THE PEACE 
  
In our prayers… 
 

● Brother of Betty Jacob who is in the hospital. 
● The nation as it reels from the siege of the Capitol by Trump supporters. 
● Members of Congress and the Presidential Cabinet as they wrestle with next 

steps. 
● All those devoted to and charged with protecting the security of our 

democracy. 

● Those who have lost their lives to Covid and the loved ones they have left 
behind. 

● All those who are on the front lines of health care. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Moment of Mission ~ Clothing Drive  During the month of January, the Faith in Action committee 
will be sponsoring a Winter Wear clothing drive to benefit Families in Transition.  We're looking for 
donations of gently used winter jackets, boots, ski pants, mittens/gloves or hats.  To collect 
donations, we will place a large box in the foyer on the side entrance of the church.  The door to 
the foyer is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  If you have any questions, or can't 
drop off at the church during those times, please contact Pauline Simonton to arrange a pick-up. 
Thank you for supporting Families in Transition with your winter wear donations! 
 
Prayer Vigils For Inauguration Day ~ One week ago, we gathered by candlelight to offer prayers 
and to seek comfort following the violent siege of the US Capitol by a mob of Trump supporters. 
Given the warnings of armed protests in all 50 states this coming Wednesday, Inauguration day for 
President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, we will gather again on Tuesday the 19th at 
7 pm and again on Inauguration Day at 7:30 am to keep candlelight vigil and to pray for a positive 
and peaceful transfer of power.  To join either vigil, simply follow the links that will be posted on 
our website. For more information, please click  here. 
 
Update from the Budget Committee ~ First, a big thanks to all who have given this year in both 
pledging and loose offerings. As of the end of December, we have brought in $162,109 in pledges. 
That is 112 percent of where we should be. Currently, we have received $24,534 in loose offerings. 
Based on the budget, we had anticipated to have received $30,000 by this date. 
 
Let There be Light ~ Would you like to help “let there be (more) light” in our Sanctuary and Parish 
House?  If so, see the Property Stewardship Ministry’s two fundraising opportunities for window 
restorations and an LED lighting conversion in the most recent e-Lation! or call Lou-Ann. 
 

Together Outdoors  ~ On January 24 at 2 p.m., you have the opportunity to get out into nature 
and see fellow South Churchers at Beaver Meadow Golf Course.  Possibly bring your snowshoes, 
cross country skis, or crampons to this wonderful event.  In addition to this event, we are planning 
to meet up at Beaver Meadow Golf Course on February 21 at 2 p.m. Be sure to mark your calendars. 
Contact  Lorens Joregensen  with any questions. 

Bible Study ~  The Tuesday Night Bible Study will start up again on Tuesday, January 5 from 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m., with the Book of Psalms .  Please join us every Tuesday to take turns reading or to 
listen in.  At the end of each chapter, we take a moment to share our thoughts on what we learned. 
You can join with the ZOOM  link.  

Chit Chat ~   What’s your New Year’s resolution?  What is your hope for 2021?  Let’s catch up . . . 
grab a cup of coffee or tea and maybe a special treat on Tuesday, January 26 from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Spend an hour catching up with Alison. We will be live via zoom. You don’t have to register for 
this event, but if you do it will be helpful to know who to expect.  

Virtual Bingo ~ On Sunday, January 31 spend an hour playing Virtual Bingo from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
We will be live via  zoom .  If you want to play you will need to pick up your bingo sheets prior to the 
event.  Please join Alison and other South Church Families for this fun, social hour.  This event is 
open to all members of all ages.  You don’t have to register for this event, but if you do it will be 
helpful to know who to expect. 

http://psimonton@comcast.net/
https://files.constantcontact.com/b04c569b001/9a667be8-6892-4c66-b15c-3decccc4fef8.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/b04c569b001/9a667be8-6892-4c66-b15c-3decccc4fef8.docx
mailto:jorgensen@yahoo.com
mailto:jorgensen@yahoo.com
mailto:jorgensen@yahoo.com
https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/97966018215?pwd=WW9zS2IyM2xibGh2a280UmNTeUNQUT09
https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/97966018215?pwd=WW9zS2IyM2xibGh2a280UmNTeUNQUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82837412516
https://www.southchurchconcord.org/events/chit-chat-with-alison-1-2
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84535008226
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84535008226
https://www.southchurchconcord.org/events/virtual-bingo-1-2


Epiphany Video Devotional 2020 ~ Two congregations . . . one shared ministry.  This Epiphany 
season, we will be offering a weekly video devotional along with First Congregational Church in 
Pelham.   We will upload two videos starting Wednesday, January 6 through Wednesday, February 
10, one from each congregation on our website.  Individuals and families have been asked to give 3 
to 4 minute video reflections based on various scripture lessons and posing questions. 
  
Over the next six weeks we will present twelve reflections.  We will embrace the stories of the 
Magi’s visit; Jesus’ baptism; and the wedding to Cana.  As we share these videos, reflect on how you 
would answer these questions and how these stories are woven into your lives.  Together we are 
sharing our journey . 
 
Prayer Beads  ~  On Friday, March 13, 2020 our lives changed with the anticipation of the spread of 
Covid- 19.   As a way to honor those who have died, we are working to create prayer beads to 
display outside the church by March 13, 2021.  Each prayer bead will include a bell or charm 
representing each individual and an additional twelve beads to represent the year we have all 
endured.  Our goal is to create a string of beads for each individual that has died.  We are looking 
for volunteers to help make these prayer beads.  If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
Alison Nyhan .  She and some volunteers are working to create kits for you to pick up, put together 
at home and return to the church when you are done.  Also if you have beads you would like to 
donate to this ministry, please feel free to drop them off at the church in the side entrance by the 
parking lot.  We will take any beads, plastic, wood, metal or glass.  And don’t purchase any beads, 
donate ones from home.   There is a basket for you to put them in.  
 
Concord Chorale Free Concert ~ Concord Chorale’s virtual winter concert, “When the Night is 
Furthest Worn,” will premier Saturday, January 23, at 7 P.M. and Sunday, January 24, at 3 P.M., and 
you may access it through a link on the Concord Chorale website The link will be available for one 
year from the premier .  

Office Hours  ~  The Office Hours for entering the building are Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
and Thursdays 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  However, for any reason that you need to enter the building, 
please call the office (224-2521) to let them know you will be arriving and please wear a mask and 
sanitizer.     

http://www.concordchorale.org./


 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
  

1. Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; Through the storm, through the night, lead me on 
to the light: Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
  

2. When my way grows drear, precious Lord, lin-ger near, when my life is almost 
gone, Hear me cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest I fall: 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
  

3. When the shadows ap-pear and the night draws near, and the day is past and gone, 
At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand:  Take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 
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This Is a Day of New Beginnings 
 

 
1. This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on,time to  

  
           believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that's gone. 
  

      2.  For by the life and death of Jesus, God's mighty Spirit, now as then, can   

           make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born a-gain. 

  
      3.  Then let us, with the Spirit's daring, step from the past and leave behind  
 
            our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find. 
  

      4.  Christ is a-live, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.  

This is a day of new beginnings our God is making all things new. 
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