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WE GATHER…

WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING MUSIC Ode to Joy by Beethoven Sue Berlenbach
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (Molly Baskette, adapted from Blessings and Rituals for Unsheltering)
Great maker, we’ve adapted, pivoted, leapfrogged our way to virtual church.
We were down to under 10 glitches a Sunday.
People love it and I do too.
And now, at last, our doors are open again.  We are returning to “normal.”
But normal will never be the same, and cannot, for there has been a gift in this Brave New Church.
In some ways we are closer to each other, closer to you, and more creative people than we ever
were.
What if, when all this is over, we forget the new ways and fall back on the old ones?
Remind us again that wherever two or more are gathered in your name you are there among
us.
You make the faith new in every generation, and you are not done with us yet. Great maker, you
rested on the seventh day, and I can too.
Then after we have rested, draw us forward again with renewed hope into whatever tomorrow
holds!

HYMN Enter My Heart

UNISON PRAYER OF APPROACH  (Molly Baskette, adapted from Blessings and Rituals for Unsheltering)
O God of peace and people, of pestilence and power: bless our wadded-up feelings as we
stumble our way back into whatever we wind up calling this new normal.  Bless the anger and
the irritation.  Bless the gratitude and the joy-sparks. Bless the courage and the selfishness,
the fear and the courage, the gloom and the hope, the listlessness and the purposeful action.
Bless the love in my life, and bless the distance - emotional and physical.  Bless the stress and
the serenity.  Bless it all, the whole mess, and remind me that having a rainbow of feelings is
your light, prismed into the spectrum.  Amen.

HYMN Come O Fount

PRAYER FOR  ILLUMINATION
God of All Wisdom and Wonder, send your Holy Spirit that She might gather us with ever
widening circles of friendship and belonging so that we may hear you in each other and see
your path of love for all of humanity.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD…  

SCRIPTURE  John 6:1-21 and O’Donohue Poem

REFLECTIONS “What Beginning in You is Begging to be Born?

SPECIAL MUSIC Polonaise  by Gustaf Blidstrom Leanne Tigert



TO PRAY TOGETHER   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father and Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen  
                                                                  

TO RENEW OUR COMMITMENT

AN INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP
Virtual offering plate: bit.do/southchurch; other options include using the “Donate” button
on the website, or mailing/dropping off a check to the church office.

OFFERTORY Nearer My God to Thee Leanne Tigert
                         
SUNG RESPONSE
God, whose Giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom. costly cross, grave’s shattered door:
Gifted by you, we turn to you offering up ourselves in praise;
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

TO SERVE THE WORLD

HYMN Called as Partners

BENEDICTION   (Mary Luti, from Blessings and Rituals for Sheltering) 
Our worship has ended, but its gifts remain: tuck its praise inside you. Take its goodness with you.
Drink from its wells of lasting peace.  Live by its light, its courage and grace, and don’t be
afraid.
Seek to serve. In plenty or want, find ways to share.
Discern the truth and tell it, resist all wrong, and don’t be afraid.
Regard all people as your people.
In hard times and good, take care of yourself, take care of your people, and don’t be afraid.
And may the blessing of God, our life, and the friendship of Christ, our healer, and the daring in
the Spirit, our truth, be ours today, and every day to come.  Amen.        

PASSING THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

https://south-church-concord-729109.square.site/


ANNOUNCEMENTS

Moment of Mission: For the months of July and August, the Faith in Action Ministry has chosen
the UCC Strengthen the Church as our Moment for Mission. Strengthen the Church (STC) reflects the
shared commitment of people across the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the
UCC.  The funds collected in this offering will go towards leadership development, building new
churches, funding activities for youth ministry and creating innovative programs in existing
congregations.  Because Strengthen the Church is part of the UCC's wider mission, conferences and
the national setting equally share the donations from this offering.  Your generosity will provide
the support needed to continue building the UCC through education, programs and having places
to worship.  Thank you for your continued support to the Faith in Action Ministry!  To donate to this
mission, click on the donate here.

Fireside Conversation: The South Church Vision and Transition Team wants to hear from YOU!
Please join Jill Smart and Leanne Tigert for a fireside conversation about your ideas for the future
of South Church on Wednesday, July 28 at 5p.m. This will be held at Leanne's home located at 110
South Street in Concord.  We look forward to seeing you!  Please contact Jill Smart or leave a
message at the church office to register.

Family Promise: In two weeks, we will be hosting families in the program (August 8 to 15.)  We
need volunteers to make for lighter work for all and be a meaningful experience for the families in
our care.  There are many ways to volunteer,  but we are in need of overnight volunteers.  For the
safety of everyone, COVID procedures will be observed regardless of vaccination status.  You can
determine your level of comfort interacting with the families and we will have a volunteer position
just right for you.  For more information contact Peggy Scott.  To sign-up to volunteer click here.

Summer Reading Recommendation: No Time Like the Future: An Optimist Considers Mortality
Michael shares personal stories and observations about illness and health; aging; the strength of
family and friends; and how our perceptions about time affect the way we approach mortality.
Thoughtful and moving, but with Fox’s trademark sense of humor, his book provides a vehicle for
reflection about our lives, our loves, and our losses. While each person with Parkinson's has a
unique set of symptoms and strengths, given Jed Rardin's PD diagnosis a few years ago, this very
accessible book is a good way for us as a congregation to experience one person's story.  Jed will
host a Zoom conversation about the book and about his own journey with Parkinson's on
Wednesday, September 1 at 4:30p.m. To register email Rev. Jed. A copy of the book is available
online or at Gibson's (mention the South Church book study and receive a discount).

https://south-church-concord-donations.square.site/#BNncME
https://www.facebook.com/groups/14125641587/user/1379345552/?__cft__[0]=AZVPjj-kDNq0iFIenwO6R4seenjDMv5g0NPx6c4ibpLpsJoP3mCBWIrobvzbQz_d8-Ly-vgWhMMqtTAtNUFg1FCelLH6nVT4zYxFR5A6RSmtpyPxEDISKdTNu7-7b6ACZUX8-b_VOVv9xKLBsa_ZgIlREDWaRS2ndAXPRBru4IhN-aYc8-VN4DCHYkR-rAmllbo&__tn__=-]K-R
mailto:ps_scott@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4dafa92ca7f9ce9-family
mailto:revjaredr@gmail.com


Enter My Heart

Enter my heart, enter my heart, O Spirit of power and love.  May I
proclaim your holy name.  O Spirit, enter my heart.

Enter my mind, enter my mind, O Spirit of power and love.  In me
increase your holy peace.  O Spirit, enter my mind.

Enter my life, enter my life, O Spirit of power and love.  May I fulfill  your
holy will.  O Spirit, enter my life.
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Come O Fount

1. Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace;

streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of endless praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.

Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love.

2. Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come,

come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God,

Came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood.

3. O to grace how great a debt or daily I am drawn anew!

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you.

Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve know:

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own.
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Called As Partners

1. Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace,

We respond with deep commitment and fresh new lines of faith to trace.

May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend,

equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.

2. Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth,

Let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.  Men and women,

richer, poorer, all God’s people, young and old, Blending human

skills together gracious gifts from God unfold.

3. Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, in a small or global sense,

Help us bear each other's burdens, breaking down each wall or fence.

Words  of comfort, words of vision, words of challenge, said with care,

Bring new power and strength for action, make us colleagues, free and

fair.

4. So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life that surround

each person’s sorrow with a calm that conquers strife. Make us partners

in our living, our compassion to increase, Messengers of faith, thus

giving hope and confidence and peace.
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